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THE FORMATION OF COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS
IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE LESSONS

The formation of speech skills constitutes a core component of the
linguistic personality and serves as a fundamental element of communicative
competence. Within the framework of foreign language teaching methodology,
speech skills are conceptualized as automated actions that facilitate the accurate,
fluent, and contextually appropriate use of linguistic units in oral and written
discourse. The development of such skills entails not only the assimilation of
lexical and grammatical material but also its conscious and purposeful
application across diverse communicative contexts.

According to contemporary researchers [1, 2], speech skills function as
mechanisms that automatize linguistic activity, thereby reducing the cognitive
load imposed on the speaker. In the initial stages of language acquisition,
learners rely heavily on conscious control to ensure speech accuracy; however,
with consistent practice, these processes become increasingly intuitive. The
formation of speech skills must follow a systematic, phased approach
encompassing the introduction of new linguistic material, contextualized
practice, automatization, generalization, and consolidation. It is imperative to
account for individual psychological factors such as the perception and
processing of information, learners’ communicative readiness, motivation for
language acquisition, and the broader socio-cultural environment.
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In current Ukrainian linguodidactic discourse, considerable emphasis is
placed on the development of speech skills as a means of fostering critical
thinking, creativity, and linguistic adaptability. The design of curricular content
prioritizes the creation of communicative environments that enable learners to
apply their linguistic knowledge practically across various domains of social
interaction. In contrast to native language communication — where speech
operations are largely automatized — the acquisition of a foreign language entails
a gradual and deliberate process of skill formation. Effective speaking in a
foreign language presupposes the acquisition of speech automatisms, including
grammatical, lexical, articulatory, and intonational components. These
automatisms constitute the operational level of speech activity, ensuring its
efficiency, accuracy, and communicative appropriateness.

Collectively, these elements underpin the speech competence of learners,
characterized by features such as goal-directedness, productivity, autonomy,
dynamism, and integrative functionality. Accordingly, the development of
communicative skills should be recognized as a central pedagogical objective
within the process of foreign language instruction.

Thus, the formation of speech skills involves a multifaceted system of
knowledge, abilities, and competencies aimed at ensuring the effective linguistic
functioning of the individual. Their development constitutes a central objective
of the educational process, as it is through language that individuals realize their
social identity, establish interpersonal connections, achieve mutual
understanding, and exert influence on others.
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