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TEACHING COMPOUND NOUNS WITH THE FIRST ADJECTIVE
COLORING COMPONENT AT PRACTICAL ENGLISH COURSE CLASSES
FOR FUTURE TEACHERS

In this work, compound nouns made up of two elements — an adjective and a noun are being analyzed, with focus
on frequency of their immediate constituents, structure and semantics of the compounds analyzed with the aim to show
the importance of compounds studying for future language teachers training. Compounds studying contributes to
strengthening the foreign language learners’ morphological awareness, which is crucial for understanding the ways
more complicated language units are built. Awareness of the ways of vocabulary formation enhances future teachers’
vocabulary proficiency and therefore has undeniable impact on their teaching strategy improvement. Study of the essence
and specifics of these processes will enable language teachers to direct their students’ attention towards word-formation
with the focus on the structure and etymology, and therefore - semantics, thus helping them understand the compound unit
structure and meaning. In terms of compound nouns semantics, there exist several types of meaning, each representing
different level of transparency. Among potential obstacles to forming an exhaustive classification of word formations ways
there is a variety of compound words types as well as parts of speech that take part in word formation, and difficulties
that arise during the analysis of compound words. Compounds built in accordance with the Adjective+Noun formula
represent a complex unit, the first element of which — an adjective, explicitly characterizes the object named by the second
element — a noun. Word formation is being viewed as utterly important in future teachers training since it contributes to a
deeper understanding of the structural and semantic makeup of words, facilitating the task of mastering a large number
of new lexical units. Studies of compounds provide insights into both historical aspects of word formation and semantics
of compound units, all of which contribute to a foreign language teacher quality training. certain language aspects are
of immense necessity for a future language teacher training, and those of utter importance include teaching vocabulary.

Key words: word formation, teacher training, literal meaning, figurative meaning.
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HABYAHHA CKJIAJHUX IMEHHHUKIB 3 IIEPIIUM KOMIIOHEHTOM
INPUKMEHTUKOM-KOJTOPOHIMOM HA INTPAKTUYHUX 3AHATTAX
3 IPAKTHUKHA YCHOI'O I HUCEMHOI'O MOBJIEHHA
1] YAC HABUAHHS MAWBYTHIX BUUTEJIIB

YV yitt pobomi ananizyromvcs CkAaOHi iMEHHUKU, WO CKAAOAIOMbCS 3 080X eleMeHMi8 — NPUKMEMHUKA Ma IMeHHUKA,
3 aKyeHmom Ha yacmomy ix 0e3nocepeoHix CKAA008UX, CMPYKmMypy ma CeManmury aHaniz08anux CKiIaOHUux iMeHHUKIE
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3 Memoio NOKA3amul 8ANCIUBICINL GUSYEHHS CKAAOHUX IMEHHUKIS 01 Ni020MOGKU MAlOYMHIX guumenie mMos. Busuenns
CKIIAOHUX IMEHHUKIB CNPUAE 3MIYHEHHIO MOPDONO2IUHOI 0DI3HAHOCTI MUX, XIMO 8UBYAE THO3EMHY MO8Y, WO € UPIULATb-
HUM OJI5 pO3YMIHHA CNOCODI8 NOOYOO08U CKAAOHTUUX MOSHUX OOUHUYD. YC8I0OMAEHHA ChOCO0I8 POPMYBAHHA CLOBHUKOBO-
20 3anacy nioguUufye pigeHb B0N00IHH CIOGHUKOBUM 3aNACOM MAOYMHIX UUMmenie i, omoice, Mae He3anepeyHull GNIue Ha
B800CKOHAIeHH s IXHbOI nedazoziunoi cmpamezii. Buguenns cymnocmi ma cneyughiku yux npoyecie 0036801ums gUumenam
MO6 CHPAMYBAmMuU Y8azy CGOIX cnyOeHmié Ha CI00MBOPEHHS 3 AKYEHMOM Ha CIMPYKMypy ma emumonoziio, a omaice, i
CeMaHmMuUKy, 0ONOMAaz2aiouy im 3po3yMimu CmpyKmypy ma 3Ha4eHHs CKAAOHUX 0OUHUYb. 3 MOUKU 30py CeMaHMUKU CK1ao-
HUX IMEHHUKIB, ICHYE KIIbKA MUNI8 3HAUEHb, KOJCEH 3 AKUX NPeOCMAassae pisHull piseHsb npozopocmi. Ceped nomenyitiHux
nepeukoo 0t popmysanHts 6uuepnHoi Kiacupixayii cnocobie cio80meopeHHs: € PI3HOMAHIMHICIb MUNI6 CKIAOHUX CII8,
a maKodc 4acmuH Mosu, ujo Oepyms y4acme y C10860MBEOPEHHI, ma mpyOHOW, o GUHUKAIOMb NIO YAC AHANIZY CKIAOHUX
cnig. Clo8HUKo8i ck1aou, nooyoo8ati 6ionogiono 0o gopmynu «IIpukmemuux+ImenHuxy, a61210mb c00010 CKIAOHY 00U-
HUY10, nepuiuii enemenm AKoi — NPUKMemHUK, AGHO XapaKmepusye 00 '¢Km, Ha38aHUL OPYUM eNeMeHMOM — IMEHHUKOM.
Cnogomgip — 00uH 3 OCHOBHUX CNOCODI6 NONOGHEHHS CYHUACHO20 AH2NITICLKO20 CIOBHUKOBO20 3ANACY, WO XapaKmepusy-
€MbCsi MeHOeHYIE 00 HOMIHANI3aYii ma YinicCHOCMi YmMEOpeHH s, d MAKOiC YHIBePCAIbHOK MeHOeHYIEI 00 30epedicenHts
JHeeicMUYHO20 Mamepiany. Busuenns cio60meopy Cnpuse nubuomy po3yMiHHIO CHPYKMYPHO20 MA CeMAHMUYHO20
cKnaody cis, none2uyody 3a60aHHs 080N00IHHS BEIUKOIO KiNbKICIMIO HOGUX NEeKCUUHUX 00uHUuYb. JJocniodcens cno6o-
MBOpI6 Oae€ YAGNEHH K NPO iICMOPULHT ACNEKMU CIOBOMBOPEHHS, MAK I NPO CEMAHMUKY CKAAOHUX OOUHUYb, WO 30KpeMa

cnpusie AKICHIU ni020mosYyi 6uumens iHo3eMHoi MOBU.

Knrwouoei cnosa: cnosomsip, naguaniss ManiOymuix 6uumeinis, npsame 3Ha4eHHs, NePeHoCHe 3HAYEHH.

The problem statement. Foreign language
teacher training has long been and still remains of
significant importance. Language teachers are those
who build the bridges into the world of a foreign lan-
guage, culture and history; foster intercultural inter-
action and understanding (Wallace, M. J., 1991: 27).
Therefore, certain language aspects are of immense
necessity for a future language teacher training, and
those of utter importance include teaching vocabulary
(Chernysh V., Vaseiko Y., 2020: 333). Lexicological
studies in all their variety create the basis for future
language proficiency, fluency and eventually accu-
racy. Studies of compounds provide insights into both
historical aspects of word formation and semantics of
compound units, all of which contribute to a foreign
language teacher quality training.

Analyses of the recentresearch and publications.
Teaching compounds have already become a focus of
linguistic studies. Thus, the works of such domes-
tic and foreign researches (V. Chernysh, Y. Vaseiko,
O. Kotenko, Yu. Zatsnyi, S. Yenikieieva, L. Bauer,
A. Renouf, and others) are dedicated to investigating
various aspects of compound nouns formation, func-
tioning in the texts, semantics, text-forming features
etc. Yet, the issue of teaching compounds peculiarities
to future English language teacher remains relevant.

The purpose of the article. The current research
is aimed at investigating word-building and seman-
tic peculiarities of compound English nouns built
according to Adjective + Noun model in terms of their
importance for future language teachers professional
training.

The main material. Training a foreign language
teacher has always been an issue requiring complex
approach; this kind of professionals must not only
demonstrate sufficient understanding of pedagogy, be
able to use contemporary communication strategies
and have deep cultural awareness, be knowledge-
able of diverse learners needs and be able to tailor
the curriculum to meet them. Along with ability to
create, engage and inspire together with the above

mentioned, language teachers are supposed to demon-
strate a profound knowledge of linguistic processes
occurring in the language of learning, be able to com-
bat challenges their students are likely to meet while
acquiring a new language, including those of pronun-
ciation difficulties, grammar complexity and spelling
etc. (Chernysh V., Vaseiko Y., 2020: 335). Teaching a
foreign language involves helping students to acquire
an extensive vocabulary, which means a lot more than
finding out meaning of the words, chunks and collo-
cation. Language carries history, embraces traditions
and opens perspectives. These means that while learn-
ing a foreign language, the students will not only gain
linguistic ability, but broaden their horizons.

Nowadays, more than ever, importance of learn-
ing foreign languages cannot be overestimated. Pro-
ficiency in at least one foreign language, most com-
monly English, is considered to be a prerequisite for
success in today’s world. Therefore, preparation of a
well-qualified English teacher must meet a high pro-
fessional standard (Symeonidis V., 2000:15).

Among other significant elements of English
teacher training, especially those aimed at vocab-
ulary proficiency, teaching word-formation is an
important constituent, since it contributes to a deeper
understanding of the structural and semantic makeup
of words, facilitating the task of mastering a large
number of new lexical units. In the last decades of
the twentieth century, English vocabulary was mainly
replenished not by the means of borrowings, but by its
own linguistic resources through lexical and seman-
tic derivation, i.e., word formation and changing the
meaning of existing units. Thus the given article is an
attempt to take a deeper look at word-formation as
both the main way contributing to a language’s lex-
icon active replenishment and derivational potential,
and a powerful teaching tool.

Modern English has many means of creating new
words, including suffixation, prefixation, conversion,
adjectivalisation, substantiations, abbreviation etc.
Word formation is one of the main ways of replen-
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ishing modern English vocabulary, characterized by
a tendency towards nominalization and formation
integrality, as well as a universal tendency to linguis-
tic material conservation. Understanding the essence
and specifics of these processes will enable language
teachers to direct their students’ attention towards
word-formation with the focus on the structure and
etymology, and therefore - semantics, thus helping
them understand the compound unit structure and
meaning (Symeonidis, V., 2000:17).

While teaching word-formation, it is worth
remembering that among potential obstacles to form-
ing an exhaustive classification of word formations
ways there is a variety of compound words types as
well as parts of speech that take part in word forma-
tion, and difficulties that arise during the analysis
of compound words. In this work, compound nouns
made up of two elements — an adjective and a noun
are being analyzed, with focus on frequency of their
immediate constituents, structure and semantics of
the compounds analyzed.

We conducted a research on more than 600 com-
pound nouns and found 22 word-forming models in
accordance with which the words under study were
formed (among them those built by such word-build-
ing models as Noun + Noun, Adjective + Noun, Verb
+ Preposition, Noun + Preposition +Noun etc.). In
this research we will investigate those compound
nous made up according to the Adjectivet+Noun for-
mula as well as their semantic peculiarities with the
focus of their significance for future language teach-
ers training.

Compounds built in accordance with the Adjec-
tive+Noun formula usually represent a complex unit,
the first element of which — an adjective, explicitly
characterizes the object named by the second ele-
ment — a noun. This type of structural interaction is
usually syntactic and endocentric; it is characterizes
by a subordinate type of connection between elements
constituting the compound. Examples of this type of
compounds among others include 1) those with the
first element represented by a coloring adjective e.g.
Blackbird (a bird with black feathers) and Blackstone
(a dark-colored rock), Bluefish (a fish species with a
bluish tint) and Blueprint (a detailed plan, not neces-
sarily blue), Redbrick (a type of brick with a reddish
hue) and Red tape (bureaucratic obstacles, unrelated
to color), Whitewood (a type of pale-colored wood)
and Whitewash (covering up faults); 2) those with the
first element represented by an adjective of amount
and size e.g. Big shot (an important or influential
person), Highchair (a chair for feeding babies), Full
moon (the moon when it is fully visible), Few shot
(a small number of attempts), Lowland (land that
is low in elevation); 3) those with the first element
represented by an adjective of age or time e.g.: Early
bird (someone who wakes up early), Old timer (some-
one elderly and experienced),; 4) those with the first
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element represented by an adjective of evaluation or
quality e.g.: Goodwill (friendly, helpful, or cooper-
ative feelings or attitude), Lowlife (a person of low
moral character), 5) those with the first element rep-
resented by a shape-related adjective e.g.: Oval frame
(a frame with an oval shape), Square foot (a unit of
area measurement), Starfish (a marine animal shaped
like a star), 6) those with the first element represented
by a material-related adjective e.g.: Goldmine (A
place where gold is extracted, metaphorically mean-
ing a valuable source), Glassware (objects made of
glass), Silverware (utensils made of silver or resem-
bling silver), Woodwork (items made of wood or the
craft of working with wood) etc.

As it can be easily seen from the examples above,
though illustrating a clear and understandable struc-
ture, the given compounds are of contrastingly differ-
ent types of meaning, representing both literal (orig-
inal, basic) and figurative (imaginative, creating a
certain effect) ones. Being aware of compound nouns
semantics peculiarities is of crucial importance while
teaching vocabulary, otherwise the learners may draw
wrong conclusions about the words meanings affect-
ing accuracy and cohesion of their translations.

It should be noted that in terms of compound nouns
semantics, there exist several types of meaning:

1) overall meaning can be derived from the mean-
ings of two simple words — the bases — constructing
a compound word, which makes the compound noun
meaning transparent. This is inherent to structurally
motivated compounds, e.g.: Bluefish (a fish species
with a bluish tint), Blackboard (a board which is black
and used for writing), Greenleaf (a leaf that is green),
Green pepper (a vegetable that is green), Redbrick (a
type of brick with a reddish hue), Silver coin (a coin
made of silver), etc.;

2) overall meaning is motivated by incomplete vol-
umes of the corresponding bases, constructing a com-
pound noun, therefore the meaning is less transparent
yet rather understandable, e.g.: Full time (full work-
ing time), Greenhouse (house where green vegetables
grow), Goldmine (A place where gold is extracted,
metaphorically meaning a valuable source), Strong
room (a special room for keeping things safe), etc.
As it can be seen from the examples, the semantics
of such compounds is less obvious, yet the meanings
of simple words constructing a compound noun may
give learners approximate understanding of the mean-
ing of a compound;

3) overall meaning is often idiomatic, therefore
attempts to figure out their meaning would be vague,
e.g.. Blueblood (a noble person, not literally blue),
Gold rush (a period of intense pursuit of wealth),
Red-letter (a significant or special day), Red tape
(bureaucratic obstacles, unrelated to color), Silver
lining (a positive aspect of a bad situation), Red flag
(a warning sign or indication of danger), White collar
(refers to professionals working in office jobs), etc.
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The meanings of such compounds if often dependent
upon idiomatic meaning and cannot be understood
without the help of a dictionary.

As it can be seen from the examples given above,
the word-forming model under study is syntactic,
endocentric, with a subordinate type of connection
between the constituents. The first element repre-
sented by an adjective clarifies and specifies the
meaning expressed by the second one.

All of the above mentioned is of considerable sig-
nificance for everyone studying language for various
purposes, yet it is of immense importance for those
trained to be future foreign language teachers, and
here are the reasons to this:

1. Understanding the ways of vocabulary forma-
tion enhances future teachers’ vocabulary proficiency
and therefore has undeniable impact on their teaching
strategy improvement; being aware of word formation
peculiarities helps increase language comprehension;

2. Compounds studying contributes to strengthen-
ing morphological awareness, which is crucial for under-
standing the ways more complicated language units are
built;

3. Studying the words figurative meaning is always
a challenging tasks for the learners, therefore being able
to see the ways some of the compounds evolve into
figurative meanings contributes to developing learners
understanding of idiomatic expressions;

4. Greater awareness of compounds semantics will
make a positive impact on learners’ sentence-structuring
skills by emphasizing the way compounds are different
from phrases;

5. Compounds studies are supposed to increase
the learners’ intercultural awareness, as well as provide
them with historic insights of the vocabulary formation.

In order to make compounds introduction more
effective in class, the following methods can be used:
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1) visual/contextual learning, including those of
picture/text —based activities as well as storytelling
with extensive compounds use;

2) categorizing compounds according to the
word-forming model they represent;

3) sentences completion with compounds provides
the learners with the necessary material for develop-
ing their syntaxes;

4) using multimedia tools like apps or websites,
listening to recordings or watching videos enhances
not just the learners’ passive vocabulary development
but active using of complicated lexical units.

Conclusions. Strong awareness of compound
nouns semantics is essential for foreign language
learners, particularly future English teachers,
since it deepens their vocabulary proficiency and
strengthens their linguistic awareness. The three
types of semantic meaning—transparent, partially
motivated, and idiomatic described in the article
above demonstrate both complexity of compound
words and challenges they present in language
acquisition. While studying word formation, learn-
ers investigate meanings peculiarities, which in
turn will lead to better comprehension and prevent
making mistakes. Additionally, being introduced
to certain aspects of historical development of
semantics as well as intercultural significance of
compounds enhances teaching strategies, making
vocabulary instruction more effective. Implemen-
tation of visual, contextual, and interactive learn-
ing methods is to help learners not only master the
structure of compounds but also confidently apply
them in communication. Therefore, a special atten-
tion given to compound noun semantics provides
students with achieving linguistic fluency and cul-
tural awareness, which is of crucial significance for
a future language teacher.
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