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THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY IN UKRAINE 
 

On June 23, 2022, Ukraine received the long-awaited status of an EU candidate. A difficult 
stage lasting more than two decades: The Orange Revolution (November-December 2004), the 
Revolution of Dignity (November 2013-February 2014).  

On February 01, 2023, the European Commission published an analytical report to the 
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the European Council and the 
Council and the Opinion of the European Commission on Ukraine's application for membership in 
the European Union of June 17, 2022 (the "Report").  

This Report provides an overview of the situation as of July 2022 and aims to outline: 
- first, the main recommendations for working on the clusters of social, political, and 

economic life of Ukraine identified by the EU in order to harmonize them with the EU acquis (the 
term "cluster" comes from the English word "cluster", which means "bunch, swarm, cluster". 
Clusters are a group of related areas that are interdependent and complementary); 

- second, critical issues that Ukraine needs to work on as a priority (e.g., institutional issues), 
as the latter are a threat/obstacle to the successful harmonization of national legislation with the EU 
acquis and, accordingly, Ukraine's progress towards the next stages of EU membership. 

Ukraine demonstrates an initial level of preparation, so the European community suggests the 
following steps to improve the rating: 

- еliminating significant shortcomings in labor legislation;  
-  harmonization with the EU acquis on occupational health and safety, which is limited at 

the time of the Report preparation;  
-  regulating unofficial employment and wage arrears; improving social dialogue 

(provisions of the Law of Ukraine "On Social Dialogue in Ukraine" and their implementation);  
-  harmonization with EU legislation on gender equality;  
-  further harmonization with EU legislation on non-discrimination in employment and 

improving the system of labor inspections. 
Under the UN Joint Financing Facility for the SDGs in Ukraine, new solutions were 

developed to attract public and private funding, and to ensure more efficient use of available 
resources in line with the priorities set by the Government of Ukraine. The joint program, which 
provided funding of almost USD 1 million and lasted until July 2017, was implemented. The joint 
program, which provided almost USD 1 million in funding and ran until July 2022, involved close 
cooperation with the Office of the Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine, the Secretariat of the Cabinet of 
Ministers and line ministries to optimize resource allocation and identify new sources of funding. 

The Sustainable Development Strategy of Ukraine until 2030 is focused on the vectors 
defined in the Sustainable Development Strategy "Ukraine - 2020": 

1) development vector - ensuring sustainable development of the country, implementing 
structural reforms, ensuring economic growth in an environmentally sustainable manner, 
creating favorable conditions for doing business; 

2) security vector – ensuring the security of the state, business and citizens, protection of 
investments and private property, peace and border protection, fair and impartial justice, 
immediate cleansing of the government at all levels and implementation of effective anti-
corruption mechanisms. 

The Sustainable Development Strategy of Ukraine until 2030 is focused on the vectors 
defined in the Sustainable Development Strategy "Ukraine - 2020":  
1) vector of responsibility - ensuring guarantees for every citizen, regardless of race, color, 
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political, religious and other beliefs, gender, ethnic and social origin, property status, place 
of residence, language or other characteristics, to have access to high-quality education, 
healthcare and other services in the public and private sectors; 

2) the vector of pride - ensuring mutual respect and tolerance in society, pride in one's own 
country, its history, culture, science, and sports. 

The strategic vision of Ukraine's sustainable development is based on ensuring national 
interests and fulfilling Ukraine's international commitments to transition to sustainable 
development. Such development involves overcoming imbalances in the economic, social and 
environmental spheres; transformation of economic activity, transition to the principles of a "green 
economy"  building a peaceful and secure, socially cohesive society with good governance and 
inclusive institutions;  ensuring partnerships between state authorities, local governments, business, 
science, education and civil society organizations;  full employment of the population;  high level of 
science, education and healthcare;  maintaining the environment in a proper condition that will 
ensure the quality of life and well-being of present and future generations;  decentralization and 
implementation of a regional policy that provides for a harmonious combination of national and 
regional interests;  preservation of national cultural values and traditions. 

Guiding principles of the strategy:  
­ protection of human rights;  
­ Rule of law;  
­ good governance;  
­ participation of the public;  
­ participation of business representatives and their partners;  
­ Integration of politics and governance;  
­ Solidarity within and between generations;  
­ Using the best available knowledge;  
­ Precautionary principle.  

Apply environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental assessment procedures; 
The principle of "user pays". Oblige users of any natural resources to pay in full for their use and 
subsequent restoration; Polluter pays principle. To oblige polluters to pay for the damage they cause 
to human health and the environment in accordance with the actual costs of compensation for the 
damage incurred by society. 

On March 24, 2023, the Annual Report on the Implementation of the EU-Ukraine Association 
Agreement (hereinafter - the Annual Report) was published, which states that Ukraine has already 
fulfilled 72% of the obligations under the Association Agreement. In 2022, the overall progress in 
the implementation of the Association Agreement between Ukraine increased by 9%, which means 
that we can talk about an overall positive trend. However, it should be noted that in the area of 
"Social Policy and Labor Relations" the overall progress in fulfilling the requirements is only 54%, 
which is one of the lowest among other areas, and in the area of "Justice, Freedom, Security and 
Human Rights" - 91%, which is one of the highest indicators. 
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