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In Apnil 2014, I carried out a number of webinars (internet
ontemporary mothering for scholars, journalists, and wo

(8

-conferences) on

: . : _ men activists in
Ukramne. One of the topics was dedicated to the problem of a lack of time for

contemporary mo‘thcrs “'h(? L.‘ombine paid work and care for children. During the
&scussion. one of the participants, who raised a child in Soviet times, said that
she &d not understand what the problem was because she worked as well but
never had the same problem of time shortage that contemporary mothers have.
Ths chapter focuses on practices of combining work and family responsi-
mines by emploved mothers in contemporary Ukraine that are realised in the
new context of a market economy, a child-centred parenting culture, and a
state role in supporting working mothers. The primary research
question 13 why “a lack of time” has recently become the burning issue for
mothers in Ukraine and how this new context affects everyday work and
‘amily balance in Ukraine.
wnzlysing the structural context of the issue, I explore the main state-
1 ;Cies of the working mother gender contract, particularly parental
ve and ;ubh’c childcare services, and how these institutional anangem§nts
mpact on the mothers’ position in the labour markfzt and chil@ca!re practices
* post-Soviet Ukraine. I analyse this context by using thg statistical data. on
“omen’s and mothers’ employment rate, women'’s fpll-txme and part-time
"7k the number of children in Ukraine enrolled in formal chxlficlarg u;
“Mpanison with the EU and the OECD states, and data from socio :g::f;
“7Y€ys on the topic. My own empirical research, based on ssct)ltf\e;iiryday
“Eiews with employed mothers, focuses on temporal tension hers
Practice it ¢ for children by employed mothers
. “-1¢es of combining work and care least one child aged %o
\° M o large Ukrainian cities and have at leas

T : : : school,
" ¥¢ars old attending a kindergarten or primary

Backg
ound '
intensification of
A Bryson ild ¢ a market economy and inte st and
.. >0 and Hochschild argue, t on individuals, families,

1‘_1 “mployment time have a destructive Impt:'v 4545 Sromans “pompotal
Ocleties by contributing to a “care deficit” an

















































